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Biographical Note

Elwood Haynes was born October 14, 1857, in Portland, Indiana, to Jacob March and Hilinda (Haines)
Haynes. He attended school at the Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, Massachusetts, and at
Johns Hopkins University, studying chemistry and biology. After teaching school in Indianafor afew
years, Haynes joined the Portland Natural Gas and Oil Company during the Gas Boom. He moved to
Kokomo, Indiana, in 1892, and began work on an automobile after watching his horse struggle to navigate
inadequate rural roads. The first successful test of hisinvention, which is considered either the first or the
second American automobile, was on July 4, 1894, outside Kokomo.

A life-long inventor, Haynes also created atype of stainless steel as well as other aloys. He married
Bertha B. Lanterman on October 21, 1887, and they had two children. Haynes died April 13, 1925 in
Kokomo.

Scope and Contents

This collection includes a biography written by Bernice Haynes Hillis about her father, Elwood Haynes,
in Kokomo, Indiana.

Arrangement

This collection is arranged by subject.

Administrative Information

Publication I nfor mation

Indiana State Library
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Conditions Gover ning Access

This collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use

Legdl title, copyright, and literary rights reside with Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library,
Indianapolis, IN. All requests to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted to Rare Books and
Manuscripts.

Custodial History

This collection was received by Rare Books and Manuscripts as a donation.

Accruals

No further additions are expected.

Processing I nformation

Collection processing completed 2013/09/04 by Jamie Dunn. EAD finding aid created 2013/09/04 by
Jamie Dunn.

Controlled Access Headings

Geographic Name(s)
e Kokomo (Ind.)
Per sonal Name(s)
» Haynes, Elwood
Subject(s)

e Automobiles
» Biography
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